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About weapons of mass distribution
Weapons of Mass Distribution (WMD) is a one-day conference covering marketing & distribution 
hack-tics to grow your startup. 

Building the next Pinterest or Dropbox isn’t just about the code — without some serious distribution 
channels & hack-tics, those startups may have well been another drop in the dead pool.

WMD covers strategies and tactics for scaling your startup. We bring together top growth geeks, 
data nerds and over 500 entrepreneurs to dissect and explore the trends, techniques and tools that 
will bring your customer acquisition and retention to the next level. See you at the #500Distro lab!



 ӹ 70% Startup Entrepreneurs
(early and growth-stage technology startups)

 ӹ 15% Leading Company Executives
(large technology companies)

 ӹ 10% Investors
(venture investors, angel investors, corporate strategics, etc.)

 ӹ 5% Press 
(large national outlets, as well as technology-focused blogs & publications)

 ӹ LEARN tactics and strategies for growing your customer base and discovering new 
acquisition channels from today’s most exciting companies 

 ӹ ENGAGE with tech’s leading marketers and growth experts, all in one place
 ӹ UNDERSTAND real world lessons and case studies presented by high-growth startups
 ӹ DISCOVER best-in-class platforms, products, tools and applications
 ӹ OPTIMIZE in key areas, such as email, mobile, social, content & referral marketing + more 

  WHO ATTENDS?

  WHAT WILL ATTENDEES GAIN?

About weapons of mass distribution
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Past Speakers Include:

Rebecca Rosenfelt
Growth Manager

Josh Elman
Partner

Neil Patel
Co-Founder

Sean Ellis
CEO & Founder

Brain Balfour
VP Growth

Rand Fishkin
Wizard of Moz

 ӹ John Egan, 
Pinterest

 ӹ Gustaf Alstromer,
Airbnb

 ӹ Aliisa Hodges,
Mixpanel

 ӹ Ryan Fujiu, 
Lyft

 ӹ Dave McClure, 
500 Startups

 ӹ Jean-Denis Greze, 
Dropbox

 ӹ Jeremy Smith, 
Yammer

 ӹ James Currier, 
Ooga Labs

 ӹ Hiten Shah, 
KISSmetrics

 ӹ Tiffany daSilva, 
Shopify

 ӹ Hiten Shah, 
KISSmetrics

 ӹ Ivan Kirigan, 
Yesgraph

 ӹ Micah Adler, 
Fiksu

 ӹ Mike Greenfield, Data
Geek + Entrepreneur

 ӹ Julie Zhou, 
Yik Yak

 ӹ Sean Percival, 
500 Startups

 ӹ Samuel Hulick, 
UserOnboard.com

 ӹ Adam Lovallo, 
Course Report

 ӹ Jonathan Hsu, 
Social Capital

 ӹ Elliot Shmukler, 
Wealthfront

 ӹ Holly Liu, 
Kabam

 ӹ Alex Debelov, 
Virool

 ӹ Andrew Johns,
Wealthfront

 ӹ Michelle Lam,
True&Co.

 ӹ Matt Epstein,
Zenefits

 ӹ Anneke Jong,
Reserve

 ӹ Peep Laja,
ConversionXL

 ӹ Massimo Chieruzzi, 
AdEspresso

+ More at WMD.co



We Cover Topics Like:

Marketing Lingo 101: Decoding the Periodic Table of Endless Acronyms
E-mail Marketing: From drip to trigger, how to up the open rate

Mad Analytics: Implementing, understanding & tracking metrics
SEO: Increasing visibility w/o microscopic magnification
Monetizing Mobile: Onboarding & conversion strategies

Social Marketing: Tactics for growing a fanbase & measuring your ROI
The B2B Playbook: Where to find and how to monetize customers 

Conversion Optimization: How to fix your funnel & other UX tips
Ad Retargeting: Does it really work?...& how to tell

Customer Retention: The ins and outs of increasing LTV
Word of Mouth: Building brand and buzz

+ More at WMD.co
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AGENDA STRUCTURE

8:00 – 9:00 AM:
9:00 – 12:00 PM: 
12:00 – 1:00 PM: 
1:00 – 4:00 PM: 

4:00 – 4:30 PM: 
4:30 – 6:00 PM: 
6:00 – 7:30 PM: 

Badges, Bagels & Caffeine
Morning Keynote Session (Keynote Talks & Panels)
Lunch
Afternoon Tracks (Product & Marketing) + Office Hours
Sponsored Brewski Break
Final Keynote Session
Networking Reception 

6
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Massive Global Reach

Followers >>  2,600+Subscribers >>  9,000+ Subscribers >>  7,000+

500 Startups Followers: 90,000+
Dave McClure Followers: 50,000+

TOTAL REACH >>  140,000+
500 Startups Followers: 365,000+
Dave McClure Followers: 295,000+

TOTAL REACH >>  660,000+

Subscribers >>  14,700+

Followers >>  5,500+

500 Startups Master List: 35,000+
Mentors & Founders List: 5,000+

Distribution Team List: 2,500+
 

TOTAL REACH >>  42,500+

Email
Demo Days: 1,600+

Conferences: 2,500+
Livestream Viewers: 2,500+

Geeks on a Plane: 1,000+

ANNUAL REACH >>  7,600+

Events
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Complimentary registration for sponsor company representatives

Company mention by Dave McClure onstage & via global livestream (1,500+ 
viewer reach)

Brand integration as “event sponsor” in all email campaigns (35,000+ reach), VIP 
invitations (1,500+ reach), registration pages, website etc. 

Company logo on walls of event space and main stage screens

Distribution of branded paraphernalia to attendees

Product discount distribution to presenting batch companies, attendees

Table in networking area

Meaningful on-stage integration into content

WMD Sponsorship Comparison Chart
The following benefits apply to a single Demo Day Sponsorship. The terms of these benefits are subject to 
approval by 500 Startups.

5-6 per
event

3-4 per
event

1-2 per
event

pony 
level

centaur 
level

unicorn 
level
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WMD Sponsorship à la Carte Offers
The following benefits apply to a single WMD Sponsorship. The terms of these benefits are subject to 
approval by 500 Startups.

Coat/Bag Check 

Lunch Hour 

Coffee Break

Cocktail Hour

Swag Bag

Lanyards

Charging Station

Photo Booth

Dunk Tank with Dave McClure 
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About Our Founder

Dave has been geeking out in Silicon Valley for over 20 years, and has worked with companies such as 
PayPal, Mint, Founders Fund, Facebook, LinkedIn, SlideShare, Twilio, Simply Hired, O’Reilly Media, Intel 

and Microsoft. Dave is also the founder of Startup2Startup, a monthly dinner series for Silicon Valley 
startup entrepreneurs and investors. He has been a conference organizer for many tech and startup 
events, including PreMoney, Warm Gun: Designing Happiness, Weapons of Mass Distribution (WMD), 
Commercism, Inbox Love, The Lean Startup SXSW, STARTonomics, Graphing Social Patterns, and Web 

2.0 Expo (SF). He is also the founder of Geeks On a Plane, which offers invite-only tours of high-growth 
technology markets worldwide. 

Dave has been a guest lecturer on social network platforms & applications at Stanford University. Dave 
is a board member for microfinance accelerator Unitus, advisor to microfinance lender Kiva.org and co-
founder of the Silicon Valley Microfinance Network. 

An uber-connector and an integral part of Silicon Valley’s eco-system, Dave has been featured on 
CNBC, as well as in the Wall Street Journal, Time Magazine, The Economist, Forbes, Fortune, Business 

Week, New York Times, Fast Company, Washington Post, San Francisco Chronicle, Business Insider, 

TechCrunch, VentureBeat, GigaOm, ReadWriteWeb and countless other publications and blogs.

D
ave McClure is one of the most prolific 
forces in tech today as the founding 
partner at 500 Startups, an internet 

startup seed fund and incubator program 
based in Mountain View, CA. He likes to hang 
out with entrepreneurs and occasionally help 
or invest in their startups, if they are foolish 
enough to let him. 



Let’s get started.

Lara Jordan
Event Content & Sponsorships

lara@500.co
US +1 (415)200-7422




